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FINAL RESOLUTIONS OF THE NEPAD e-SCHOOLS STAKEHOLDERS CONFERENCE

15 to 18 April, 2008.

We, the representatives of Governments participating  in the NEPAD e-Schools Stakeholders' Conference, held in Johannesburg, South Africa  from 15 to 18 April, 2008; 



RECALLING the decision of the NEPAD Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee of 2003 to prioritize the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative, aimed at bridging the digital divide and their decision of 2004 to support the effective implementation of the ICT programme, including the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative;

NOTING the existence of several regional initiatives to promote regional integration, trade and cooperation in areas of ICT and education;

AWARE THAT the NEPAD e-Africa Commission is mandated to develop and coordinate implementation of the NEPAD ICT programmes in the African continent;

RECOGNISING that the governing body of the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative, the Continental Coordinating Body, representing all the participating countries has met and made key recommendations on the implementation of the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative across the continent, including the establishment of national implementation arrangements;

AWARE that the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative has well established operational standards;

RECOGNISING the commitment of the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative to support participating countries in their efforts to ensure quality, robust, secure, reliable, and sustainable broadband connectivity to the Internet and other Educational networks by 2015;

CONSIDERING that 16 countries have launched the demo project specifically aimed at providing ICT skills and knowledge to primary and secondary school students so to enable them to function in the information and knowledge society by enhancing the quality of teaching and learning as well as the management of schools by using ICT;

CONSIDERING FURTHER that this initiative will provide teachers and school managers with ICT skills to enable them to use ICTs as tools to enhance access to quality education and health as well as school management and administration; 

NOTING the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Declaration of Principles regarding the building of the Information Society on 12 December 2003 and the pivotal role that ICT can play in meeting the Millennium Development Goals;

APPRECIATING the spirit of united action between the public and private sector in collaboration with development partners, civil society and other partners in the respective countries in line with NEPAD vision and principles;

AND BEING fully committed to facilitating successful integration of ICTs in African education systems, resolve as follows:

RESOLUTION 01 APRIL 18TH 2008

Call upon the participating countries to aim at transforming 50% of all secondary schools in their countries into NEPAD e-Schools by 2015 and further urge them to collaborate in the development, distribution and sharing of all ICT-in-education applications, experiences and relevant content for NEPAD e-Schools in their national education systems.

RESOLUTION 02 APRIL 18TH 2008

Call upon national governments to adopt the NEPAD e-Schools Business Plan as a broad framework to implement NEPAD e-Schools and urge them to develop their own national e-Schools business plans by 2010.

RESOLUTION 03 APRIL 18TH 2008

Call upon national governments to implement the decision to establish, empower and equip National Implementing Agencies or institutional frameworks for the implementation of the NEPAD e-Schools whose governance structure includes stakeholders by 2009. 

RESOLUTION 04 APRIL 18TH 2008

Call upon participating countries to adopt common procurement standards for NEPAD e-Schools and support joint negotiations in order to enhance their bargaining power through economies of scale; 

RESOLUTION 05 APRIL 18TH 2008

Call upon national governments of participating countries to promote partnerships between local public and private institutions in the design, development and marketing of e-schools equipment and services in collaboration with the regional economic communities as appropriate, in line with the NEPAD principles and objectives. 

RESOLUTION 06 APRIL 18TH 2008

Urge all participating countries to complete the development and / or review and strengthen their national ICT-in-education policies, plans and strategies taking into consideration the principles of the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative.

RESOLUTION 07 APRIL 18TH 2008

We express our sincere gratitude to the private sector consortia, development partners, the Government of South Africa, communities, school managers, teachers and learners for the commitment shown in the implementation of the demo phase and call on all partners to continue to support the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative.
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