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COMMUNIQUE OF THE NEPAD E-SCHOOLS STAKEHOLDERS’ CONFERENCE
We, the Permanent Secretaries and Directors General of ministries of education and of ICTs, representing 17 African Governments participating in the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative, having met in Johannesburg, South Africa from the 15-18 April 2008; in the multi-stakeholders’ conference which was officially opened by Her Excellency the South African Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo Ngcuka; hosted by Dr Ivy Mastepe-Casaburri and Ms Naledi Pandor, the Ministers of Communication and of Education of the Republic of South Africa, respectively.  The conference was also addressed by Mr Michel Menga, the Minister of Education of Gabon.

Having deliberated extensively over the last 4 days on the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative, the progress thereof and the draft NEPAD e-Schools Business plan, 

In the spirit of the shared vision of the NEPAD principles entailed in the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative, we recognise that 9 countries have launched the Demo Project specifically aimed at providing ICT skills and knowledge to primary and secondary school students so as to enable them to function in the information and knowledge society by enhancing the quality of teaching and learning and the management of schools by using ICT. We have therefore agreed to use: 

· lessons learnt from the 51 schools in 16 countries that participated in the NEPAD e-Schools Demo Project and the NEPAD e-Schools Business Plan as a broad framework, transform 50% of all secondary schools in the countries participating in the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative into NEPAD e-Schools by 2015; and 

· common procurement standards and joint negotiations to achieve bargaining power through economies of scale;

We call upon national governments to establish, empower and equip National Implementing Agencies or institutional frameworks for the implementation of the NEPAD e-Schools by 2010; 
A special word of appreciation is extended to the five consortia led by AMD, Cisco, HP, Microsoft and Oracle for the contribution to the NEPAD e-Schools Demo Project worth well in excess of $ 5 million. Our thanks also go to the communities, school managers, teachers and learners for the commitment shown in the implementation of the NEPAD e-Schools Initiative.
We express our sincere gratitude to the NEPAD e–Africa Commission for organising the meeting and the Government and people of South Africa for their kind hospitality.  






